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Wittington Project – Chronology - (Updated Feb. 8, 2008) 

July 27, 2006 30 Alvin Site Declared “Surplus”: City Council declared the parking lot “surplus”, 

enabling it to be purchased by Wittington, the Developer. 

Aug. 21, 2006 Purchase price established at $21 mil., with $9 mil to be paid back by the Toronto 

Parking Authority (T.P.A.)for the purchase of an underground parking garage, after its 

construction.  The T.P.A will also receive $100,000/yr. for 40 years, to compensate it for 

loss of revenue from visitors’ parking.   Also, the T.P.A. will receive additional funds if 

the Developer succeeds in getting additional density over 550,000 s.f. (equivalent to a 

density of 5.8 times lot area). 

Dec. 22, 2006 Developer’s Application Filed, for a  density of 7.34X. 

Jan 1, 2007 Bill 51, the “Planning and Land Conservation Land Statute Law Amendment Act, 2006” 

came into effect.  The Act requires the OMB to “have regard for local planning 

decisions”.  However, this Act does not apply to the Wittington application, which was 

filed before the Act came into effect. 

Jan 1, 2007 Bill 53, the “City of Toronto Ac, 2006” came into effect.  The Act empowers the City to 

establish zoning requirements respecting height and density and to establish an appeal 

body.  This Act does not apply to the Wittington application, which was filed before the 

Act came into effect. 

Jan. 15, 2007 First public meeting with the Developer, held at Deer Park Library.  Meeting set up by 

Deer Park Residents’ Group (DPRG). A nucleus of residents was established to consult 

with the Planner and the Developer. 

Jan. 25, 2007 Consultation process postponed to permit a second, more widely-publicized public 

meeting, this time under City auspices.  

Feb. 27, 2007 Community Consultation meeting held at Christ Church Deer Park, hosted by Councillor 

Walker.  Developer claimed that the price paid for property was not public knowledge. 

(Residents subsequently found the information on the Internet.) Working Group 

established to include 14 residents, including alternates. 

Mar. 8, 2007 Preliminary  Planner’s Report filed noted that By-Law 438-86 permitted a blended 

density of 2.4X for the site and that the Yonge-St. Clair Part II Plan permitted a blended 

density of 3.1X (times the lot area). The report identified Height, Massing, Density, Light, 

Overlook, Privacy, Wind, Access and Parking, Intensification of Land Adjacent to 

Neighbourhoods and Amenity Space all as issues to be considered. 

Apr.  5, 2007 First Working Group meeting:  Terms of reference for the Group, prepared by the City 

Planner, were distributed.  The Planner indicated that there would be a total of six 
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meetings.  Discussion ensued of the Preliminary Planner’s Report.  The Working Group 

was directed to four other development sites for comparisons. 

Apr. 26, 2007 Second Working Group Meeting:  Built Form discussion. 

May 10, 2007 Third Workng Group Meeting: Traffic, Parking, Pedestrian Connections. The Developer’s 

traffic consultant reported that traffic congestion would not get any worse, as it is 

already at its maximum !!! 

May 24, 2007 Fourth Working Group Meeting:  Public Realm (landscaping) and Built Form Alternatives 

were presented.   Residents were asked which built form alternatives were the least 

undesirable. Residents had objections to all alternatives, mainly relating to height and 

density considerations. 

Jun. 18, 2007 Fifth Working Group Meeting: Developer presented a revised built form with density 

reduced 10%, to 6.6X and height of the north tower reduced from 32 to 16 floors.  The 

site will feature a 40 ft.-wide central “green space” from Yonge to Alvin. 

June 20, 2007 Resident members of the Working Group met separately to draft their responses to the 

Developer’s latest proposal.  

June 28, 2007 Sixth Working Group Meeting:  Residents summarized their concerns.  Construction 

disruption issues discussed.  

The City Planner indicated that the process forward would be: 

 City Planner will consult with City resources, and if necessary will question the 

Developer on details that remain uncertain. 

  Developer will submit detailed drawings to City Planner (Done Jan. 10, 2008). 

 City Planner will submit the drawings to City departments for by-law and policy 

review (Done Jan 11, 2008). 

 City Planner will develop a Planner’s Report and submit it to Council with 

recommendations. (Not yet done – see note for Dec. 3, 2007 – Planner’s 

Report will now be prepared after a seventh Working Group meeting). 

 There will be a seventh Working Group meeting at which the Planner’s Report 

will be presented to the Group, but not until sometime in early 2008. (At the 

first Working Group meeting, this seventh meeting was originally planned for 

late 2007.) (See note for Dec. 3, 2007 – Planner’s Report will now be prepared 

after the seventh Working Group meeting.) 
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Councillor Walker will host a public meeting to present the Planner’s  Report, 

after which the report will go to Community Council for approval.  Residents can 

make brief deputations to Community Council. 

July 7, 2007 Working Group Resident’s Consensus Document:  Resident representatives tried to 

develop a consensus document, without success, as there were differences of opinion 

between those who live close to the site and those who live a considerable distance 

away or are owners not resident in the area.. 

Sept. 10, 2007 “Proposed Development at Alvin and St. Clair” report:   Working Group members Ted 

Mercer, John Shepherd and Brian Toews issued this report to residents, for their 

information, reflecting the views of its authors.   It was distributed to the Working 

Group, and to residents living in the immediate vicinity of the site. (The report is 

available for download on this blog). 

Sept. 10, 2007 Letter to Attorney General (1):  As a result of their experience gained as members of 

the Working Group,  Mercer and Shepherd wrote to Attorney General Michael Bryant 

with proposals for Land Use Development, the OMB, and Citizen Involvement.  (This 

document is available on this blog). There was no response from the AG’s office. 

Sept. 15, 2007 “A Walk Along Alvin Avenue, or the Strange Tale of The Prince and Fort Alvin” was 

sent to the Developer, describing a resident’s perspective of the proposal. (This 

document is available on this blog). 

Oct. 2007 DPRG Distribution of the Sept. 10th Report (1):  The DPRG executive voted to distribute 

the report to its membership. The DPRG President, however, had reservations about 

certain details in the report and withheld its distribution. (See entry for Jan. 17, 2008 

for DPRG President’s comments about the Report.) 

Nov. 17, 2007 Letter to Attorney General (2): Mercer/Shepherd sent a copy of their Sept. 10th 

proposal to the new Attorney Genera, Chris Bentley.  There has been no response from 

this AG’s office. 

Dec. 3, 2007 Anticipated Seventh Working Group Meeting:  City Planner confirmed that contrary to 

the timetable introduced on June 28th, a seventh Working Group meeting would take 

place before  preparation of the Planner’s Report to Council, at which time Working 

Group members would have an opportunity to comment on the latest submission by 

the Developer. Thus, their views would be known prior to issuance of the Planner’s 

report.   Sometime later, Councillor Walker will present the Planner’s Report at a public 

meeting   

Dec. 4, 2007 DPRG Distribution of the Sept. 10th Report (2): Some members of the DPRG executive 

(with Mercer and Shepherd) met to discuss distribution of this report to the DPRG 
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membership.  It was agreed that the DPRG president and A. Himel would draft a brief 

report on the status of the project, for distribution to the DPRG membership, 

incorporating the fact that the Working Group would now meet again before 

preparation of the Planner’s Report.  Mercer/Shepherd/Toews asked that the document 

make reference to their Sept.  10th report. (See also the entry for Jan. 16, 2008 for the 

DPRG President’s comments about the Sept. 10th report.) 

Dec. 11, 2007 30 Alvin Blog:  Mercer and Shepherd established this blog to help to keep local residents 

informed about project developments, and as a place where residents could record and 

share comments. 

Dec. 21, 2007 Brief Report to DPRG Members:   A. Himel sent her draft of this report, to the DPRG 

president.   Mercer/Shepherd also suggested that the existence of the blog be publicized 

in the report. 

Late Dec. 2008 Developer’s Revised Plans and Documentation finally submitted to City Planning, to be 

forwarded to city staff for review.  Seventh Working Group meeting scheduled for 

February 6th. 

Mid-Jan 2008 Developer’s Revised Plans presented, in PowerPoint form, to a committee of 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church. 

Jan. 17, 2008 DPRG President’s Comments on the Sept 10th Report - posted to a new (DPRG) section 

of this blog.  This section also includes the Brief Report to DPRG members that was 

drafted on Dec. 21st.   Members will be advised to log into the blog to view the report 

and future DPRG documents relevant to the project..   Members and area residents who 

wish to keep up-to-date about developments can register with the blog by email (to 

blog@eternalchaos.com), so as to receive email notices of significant postings.   

Feb. 6, 2008 Working Group Meeting #7, Wrap-up Meeting  

Feb. 8, 2008 Mercer-Shepherd Report #2 – available on Bolg. 

 

 

J. M. Shepherd and E. L. Mercer 

Feb 8, 2008 
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